
If you have not signed up for 
Remind 101,  please sign up1

Text 81010 to @d8h44aa
This is for both 

Mrs. Kirkpatrick and Mrs. Rives!



Our email addresses:
Jamie Kirkpatrick(Reading, Writing & Language Arts) 

jkirkpatrick@madison-schools.com

Jessica Rives (Math, Science & MS Social Studies)
jerives@madison-schools.com

mailto:jkirkpatrick@madison-schools.com
mailto:jerives@madison-schools.com


Please send us an email if you 
have any questions or concerns 
throughout the year! We may not be 
able to check our emails during the day. 
However, we will check them during our 
planning time, as well as the end of the 
day. We will respond to your email as 
soon as we can. Please do not hesitate 
to contact us at any time.

If you would like a conference 
anytime during the year, please email 
us and we will be happy to meet with 
you.



If you have not signed up for 
Remind 101,  please sign up!

Text 81010 to 
@d8h44aa
This is for both 

Mrs. Kirkpatrick and Mrs. Rives!



If you have a transportation change, please 
DO NOT email it to us during the day. We may not 
see it before the students leave. You will need to call 
the front office and let them know.

We need a written note from you or a note from 
the office for ALL transportation changes.  If we do 
not have a note, we will have to send the student 
home using their regular transportation.



Newsletters
The Newsletter will be sent home on 

Monday  each week. It will also be posted to 
our websites.

Signed Papers
Signed papers will come home each 

week, on Thursdays, unless otherwise noted 
by the teacher.



3rd grade will use a binder. We set up the binders 
during the first week of class. These binders will help the 
students keep important papers organized and available to 
review.

Binders may be kept at school, but students may take them 
home each day. It is important for the students to come to 
school with their binders each day.

Please DO NOT clean out the binder or add to it. We will 
clean them out as a class once we have finished the unit we are 
working on.  It is very important that the students keep 
everything in their binder.



Homework

We do give homework in the 3rd grade.  
Homework teaches responsibility and it keeps 
the parents up to date on what skills we are 
covering. Math homework will typically be 
assigned on Tuesday & Thursday nights. The 
homework will be a review of what we have 
already covered in class.  If your child forgets 
his/her homework it is linked on Clever under 
Pearson Realize. They can do the work on a 
piece of paper. 



ACTIVE PARENT
Please make sure you sign up for Active Parent so you can review 

your child’s grades in the computer. It will also show you an average 
with the weighted grades. You can find the Active Parent form on the 
left side of our Mannsdale Upper webpage.

Grades & Curriculum

Grading Scale:
A 90-100
B 80-89
C 70-79
D 65-69
F 0-64

9 weeks grading criteria: 
Summative tests (60%)
Formative Quizzes (40%)

***Word Study/Language quizzes will be given weekly. 
Reading comprehension tests and vocabulary quizzes will 
be on Fridays. All other tests will fall on various days of the 
week. Other grades may come from writing, projects, group 
work, etc.



3rd Grade Curriculum:
You can visit the Mississippi Department of Education to 

view the 3rd grade curriculum: http://www.mde.k12.ms.us
These standards are the bare minimum for the State of 

Mississippi. MUES uses these standards as a guide to delve 
deeper into the curriculum.
• MUES does not give extra credit assignments 

http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/


Classroom & School Expectations
MUES promotes a positive teaching and learning environment 

by using Positive Behavioral Intervention and Support (PBIS). Our 
classroom and school expectations are listed in our school wide 
matrix.    

Your child has a behavior calendar for the nine weeks in 
his/her red folder.  Each day please look at the behavior chart to 
make sure you know how your child is doing.  Your child is given 2 
points every day for good behavior.  If they receive a mark, they lose 
a point for each mark given.  If your child has enough points at the 
end of each nine weeks, he/she will be eligible to attend a PBIS party.    
If a student gets 3 marks he/she will get a minor write up.  

3 minors equals a major write up.  





Classroom Expectations:
Students are expected to follow the classroom expectations 
each day. If the student does not follow the class
expectations the following codes and consequences will be used.

M: Make the day great by responsible choices
1. Be prepared      2. Follow directions

A: Act respectfully
3. Use manners      4. Talking at the appropriate time

V: Value yourself and your school
5. Be kind      6. Proper use of school property

S: Stay safe and healthy
7. Appropriate hallway/playground behavior
8. Recognize personal space



Consequences:
*Reteach Expectations/Warning*

1st: Silent reflection time-(5 min.)
2nd: Silent reflection time-(10 min.)
3rd: Minor write-up

Rewards:
brag tags

PBIS Party
Prizes– can turn in brag tags 
for prizes once a nine weeks



Minor Incident: Minor forms will need to be signed and returned to 
the teacher the following day. The Minor form is just a classroom 
document for the teacher to track the student’s behavior.

Three minor forms equal a MAJOR Referral Form. After 3 minor 
forms, the fourth form becomes a MAJOR referral. The Principal 
or Assistant Principal will be involved for the MAJOR Referral 
Form.

Severe behavior problems, such as abusive language, fighting, 
vandalism, among others will be an immediate MAJOR Referral 
Form.

**Each 9 weeks, the student’s Minor/Major infractions are cleared 
for a fresh start**



READING GATE
The Reading Gate is a state-mandated assessment that all 3rd graders must 
pass in order to be promoted to 4th grade. If your child receives an 
Achievement Level of 1 or 2, they will not pass the 3rd Grade Reading Gate. 

The Mississippi Department of Education has resources and sample test 
items that you can practice at home. Their website is www.mde.k12.ms.us. 
First, click on “Student Assessment” under the “Parents” tab. Then, click on 
“MAP” on the left side of the screen. From there, you will have access to 
MAP Testlets and Item Samplers and Practice Tests.

In order for your child to be promoted to 4th grade, they MUST
pass the Reading Gate Assessment. Even if your child passes the
regular courses, failing the Reading Gate will prevent them from
being promoted to the 4th grade.



We will be reading fiction and non-fiction texts this year.  Our theme for the 
year is heroes that experience change and overcome challenges. We will read 
anchor texts weekly and use those texts to teach and practice reading skills.  

We will be incorporating language into our writing.  We will take weekly 
quizzes and tests to assess their language skills.  They will also learn different 
affixes for word study.   



Reading and Vocabulary Quizzes and Tests:
-Reading Quizzes will consist of chapter & skill questions from the book.
-Reading Tests will consist of chapter & skill questions from the book.
-Cold Reads are passages that have not been read before by the student. They check 
the mastery of the reading skills that have already been taught.
-Vocabulary quizzes will consist of students using their vocabulary words in context. 
There will also be context clues questions that do not include their weekly vocabulary 
words.

These are a few examples of how questions can be worded on the quizzes and tests:
1. Part A: Which one of these events was NOT a result of March’s ideas, as seen in paragraph 

one?
a. There was not enough food or clothing.
b. Women could not go to work.
c. Going to school and traveling were both limited.
d. Men were required to enter work camps.

2. PART B: What text evidence supports your answer from Part A?
a. ...they made sure each child was safe and well cared for...delivered money, 

supplies, and food to the foster families...
b. “I have been keeping lists of the children’s real names.”
c. “It is very dangerous, and we need to be careful.”



Writing
The MUES Writing Plan requires students to 
complete the following types of writing:

-Narrative Writing
-Informational Writing

-Opinion Writing
-Literary Analysis 

***Please refer to the handbook for 
writing standards.



The math program that we will be using this year is EnVision Math.

Quizzes 
Every other week (or as needed) your child will be given a math quiz. 
It will cover skills that have already been covered in class. This will 

count for a 40% formative grade.

Math Tests
At the end of each Topic, a test and performance task will be given 

for a 60% summative grade.
You will not be given a study guide that looks exactly like the test.



. Science vocabulary words will be given for each unit. Quizzes will be given on 
vocabulary words and content when a science unit is completed. This is not every 
week. The date of the quiz will be put on the newsletter when it gets close to time. 

Grades will be given for quizzes and study guides; however, they will be converted to 
letters on the report card using the following formula:

80-100=S
65-79=N

64-below=U

In order to make honor roll, an S must be made in science.



Social Studies units will be constructed using Studies Weekly that follow 
the Mississippi Social Studies standards. Grades will be taken from the 
Studies Weekly newspapers done in class. All social studies grades will 
be converted to letters on the report card using the following formula:

80-100=S
65-79=N

64-below=U

In order to make honor roll, an S must be made in social
studies as well as meeting all requirements

in other subjects.


